SEPARATION OF POWERS AND CHECKS AND BALANCES                                               1









Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances


Student’s Name

Professor’s Name
Course Code
Date







Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances
[bookmark: _GoBack]Separation of powers and checks and balances, as the name suggests, is giving different arms of the Texas government various duties within which there is a cycle of checks and balances with separated mandates. The separation of powers in the Texas government is smooth and straightforward; the Texas government is divided into three equal branches, the legislative branch, the Executive and the Judiciary. The governor heads the Executive; the Judiciary is made up of the Texas Supreme court and the state courts; and finally, the Texas legislature, which consists of 150 members of the state legislature and 31 members of the state senate. All these components play vital roles in separating powers and maintaining checks and balances in the Texas government. The central role of the state legislature is to make laws. The Executive in the Texas government is in charge of executing the laws. The job of the Judiciary or the courts, in simple terms, is to interpret the law. To better understand the topic this essay will focus on three articles/instances that focus on separation of powers and checks and balances in the Texas government.
The first instance, remarkably broken down by the Texas Tribune, was on the appropriation of state funds; the power of the purse (Walters, 2019). The Texas legislature is tasked with the appropriation of state funds to various sectors of the government. Although the power of the purse might look pretty much easy, that is not the case most times. The Executive and the Legislature join hands when it comes to budgeting. In the article, Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick was at crossroads with different arms of the state government over the appropriation of state funds. The senate he presided over declined to approve funds for one of Texas's government agencies. In Texas, like most states, funds have been known to cause legislature-executive wars, especially over who controls the state funds. The Executive comes up with a detailed budget proposal and forwards it to the governor, who, with the help of financial experts, reviews the proposed budget before submitting it to the Legislature, who then reviews and makes necessary changes if need be (there are committees to oversee the process). After carefully reviewing and making proposed changes, the budget is taken back to the governor, who can pass or decline the legislative proposals. If, by any chance, the governor with his or her team is not impressed by the proposals, they can opt to take back the budget to the Legislature. The Legislature has the power to override the Executive and pass the budget. By doing this, there is a smooth cycle of checks and balances in the Texas government. 
At first glance, the haircut joke remains just that, but if you were to dig deeper, the haircut joke is a matter of life and death between different arms of the Texas government. The pandemic has exposed some flaws in government, not just in Texas but all over America. Who decides if Texans wear or don't wear masks? Is it the courts, the Legislature or the beloved governor's office? Prior to the elections, Houston upheld a temporary order at the peak of the pandemic that would see voters at a higher risk of getting the virus vote by mail, although many republicans were against it (Ramsey, 2020). As evidenced by the intense court proceedings that pondered on opening and closing of businesses, wearing masks and huge gatherings, the courts were somehow checking the powers of the Executive, were the orders of the governor's office constitutional? 
Although the three arms of government have the same powers, the Legislature is the most powerful. In an article by the Texas Tribune, then Chief Justice Wallace Jefferson presented a proposal to the Legislature to correct unlawful convictions (Chammah, 2018). The work of the courts in interpreting the law; however, the role of creating more courts and additional commissions rests with the Legislature; this makes sure that the courts do not have absolute powers separating powers and maintaining checks and balances in the Texas government. 
Separation of powers and checks and balances in the government is fundamental in that the smooth running of the government is assured. Also, this system ensures that no tyrannical parties control the government.  
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